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Priority Academic Student Skills

The following skills can be covered with a visit to the First Territorial Schoolhouse, a visit to the museum and scheduling a “traveling trunk” with a guest speaker to visit the area schools. The skills covered will be according to the lesson at that time. 

Overview (From PASS Oklahoma Skills) 

Social studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence. 

A social studies education encourages and enables each student to acquire a core of basic knowledge, an arsenal of useful skills, and a way of thinking drawn from many academic disciplines. Thus equipped, students are prepared to become informed, contributing, and participating citizens in this democratic republic, the United States of America. 

Core Content Areas: 

History 

Geography 

Civic, Economics and Government 

PASS standards by grade level: 

Grade 1 

Standard One: The student will develop and practice the process skills of social studies. 

Standard Two: The student will examine neighborhoods/communities from a spatial perspective. 

1. Name and describe city and country dwelling. 

2. Describe events and tell if they belong in the past, present or future. 

Standard Three: 

1. Identify how choices in behavior and action are related to consequences and have an impact upon the student and others. 

2. Recognize and learn about patriotic traditions and activities. 

3. Identify traditionally patriotic symbols. 

Standard Four: 

The student will examine the interaction of the environment and the people of a community. 

1. Identify the three basic needs of all people: food, clothing, shelter. 

2. Recognize that people in different parts of the world eat different foods. 

3. Describe the impact of physical changes on people and a neighborhood. 
(Grade 1) Standard Five: 

The student will understand basic economic elements found in communities. 

1. Describe how people get their basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter (make or grow their own, trade, earn money to buy the things they need.) 

2. Identify ways people in their neighborhood earn money. 

Grade 2 

Standard 1: The student will develop and practice the process skills of social studies.
Use children’s literature to compare and contrast one’s own community to others that existed in the past. 

Standard 2: The student will examine communities from a spatial perspective. 

1. Name major landmarks of the community. 

2. Describe the landmark and cultural features of the community. 

Standard 3: The student will analyze the human characteristics of communities. 

1. Identify examples of rules in the classroom and community and relate the purposes of those rules and the consequences of breaking them. 

2. Provide examples of honesty, courage, patriotism and other admirable character traits seen in U. S. history. 

3. Explain and demonstrate good citizenship. 

4. Study how history involves events and people of other times and places through legends, folktales, and historical accounts in children’s literature. 

Standard 4: The student will examine the interaction of the environment and the people of a community. 

1. Describe location and how weather and location affect how people live. 

2. Identify the choices people make about food, clothing, shelter, occupation, transportation, and recreation. 

Standard 5: The student will understand basic economic elements found in communities. 

1. Distinguish between basic needs and wants and explain how needs and wants can be met. 

2. Describe the occupations of people in their neighborhood and community. 

3. Describe ways people are paid and the ways they pay for goods and services. 

Grade 3
The primary focus of third grade is the development of the individual student’s understanding of the interrelationships of his or her community and other communities, using a global perspective. More extensive map skills are developed and economic principles are addressed from a global perspective. 

Standard 1: The student will develop and practice the process skills of social studies. 

1. Identify, locate, and compare and contrast information found in resources such as encyclopedias, visual images, atlases, maps, globes and computer based technologies. 

(Grade 3) Standard 2: Examine and use children’s literature to compare and contrast their community to other US and global communities. 

Standard 3: 

The student will analyze the human characteristics of communities. 

1. Investigate through children’s literature (fables, legends, and historical fiction) the cultural similarities and differences among people in different regions, and how they have changed over time. 

2. Compare and contrast the ways people in the U.S and other communities in other countries use art, music and stories to communicate (storytellers, painting, and folk songs) 

3. Examine the purpose of government. 

4. Examine the rights and responsibilities of individuals in and to their communities and identify actions people take to cooperate peacefully and achieve common goals. 

Standard 4: 

The student will examine the interaction of the environment and the people of a community. 

Describe how communities depend upon workers with specialized jobs, giving examples of ways in which they contribute to the exchange of goods and services. 

Describe how people affect and change their environments (farming, building dams, and lighting issues)
Standard 5: The student will develop basic economic decisions-making skills. 

1. Describe the difference between goods and services; explaining that, at different times and places, people are both consumers and producers of goods and services. 

2. Explain that limits on resources (scarcity) require people to make choices about producing and consuming goods and services. 

3. Compare and contrast the differences among human resources, natural resources and capital resources used to produce goods and services. 

4. Explain the relationship between saving and spending and describe the value of setting a financial goal and developing a plan to reach it. 

Grade 4 

Standard 1: The student will develop and practice the process skills of social studies. 

1. Demonstrate the ability to utilize research materials. 

2. Identify and give examples of different perspectives and points of view. 

Standard 2: The student will analyze the regions of the U.S. from a spatial perspective 

1. Interpret geographic information using primary and secondary sources, atlases, charts, graphs and visual images. 

(Grade 4) Standard 3: The student will examine the unique and common features of the physical systems of the regions of the US. Analyze how the major physical features were formed and changed. 

Standard 4: The student will describe the human systems identified with the major regions of the US, including human interaction with the environment. 

1. Compare and contrast the human characteristics of early and contemporary human settlements in the regions of the U.S. 

2. Explain how people are influenced by, adapt to, and alter their environment, including agricultural efforts, housing, occupations, industries, transportations and communication. 

3. Describe the causes of movement of large groups of people into the United States from other countries and within the U.S. now and long ago. 

Standard 5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the unique features which contributed to the settlement of the state of Oklahoma. 

1. Identify major historical individuals, entrepreneurs, and groups and describe their major contributions (Sequoyah, the Boomers and Sooners, Frank Phillips) 

2. Describe the major events of Oklahoma’s past, Native Americans, cattle drives, land runs, statehood and discovery of oil. 

3. Analyze the use of Oklahoma’s natural resources (salt, bison, oil, coal, timber, and sod) by early visitors and settlers. 

4. Identify state and local governing bodies. 

5. Develop an understanding of and appreciation for the cultural diversity of the community by examining the historical and contemporary racial, ethnic and cultural groups of the area. 

Grade 5 PASS 

Standard 1: The student will develop and demonstrate the process skills of social studies. 

1. Locate and gather and apply information from primary and secondary sources. 

2. Construct timelines from significant events in U.S. history. 

Standard 2: The student will describe the early exploration of Early America. 

1. Identify the impact of the encounter between Native Americans and Europeans. 

Standard 3: The student will examine the growth and development of colonial America. 

Standard 4: The student will examine the lasting impact of the American Revolution. 

Standard 5: The student will describe the changing nation during the early federal period. 

1. Explain the purpose of government. 

Standard 6: 

The student will explore the growth and progress of the new nation. 

Relate some of the major influences on westward expansion (the Monroe Doctrine, canals and river systems, railroads, economic incentives, Manifest Destiny, and the frontier spirit) 

Identify the ways manufacturing and inventions created an Industrial Revolution in the U.S.
