1889 Terrtorial Schoolhouse
Teacher's Packet




Dear Educator,

Having children attend the First Territorial Schoolhouse as a reenactment from the 1889
time period is a dream that has been in the making for many years . We want to thank you
for your interest in bringing your students to our schoolho use.

A field trip here is the best possible way to bring early Oklah oma history to life. You can
incorporate any subject into this field trip and spend as muc h time needed to prepare for the
students Visit.

In this guide | have included facts about the first schoolhou se, the early years of Oklahoma,
and information to help you prepare. There are four main requ irements and the rest is for
you to choose to use for your classroom. There are journal witing activities, games and
vocabulary words from the time period, all to facilitate le arning and are available through the
museum for your use and information.

It is my goal as the schoolmarm, to make this day realistic, memorable and fun. | will be
planning for your children, long before they arrive and inte nd to leave them with new things
to think about for years to come. Please give me your class lis as soon as you have it so |
can make certificates before they come to present at the enaf our day.

Welcome to 1889,

Melissa A. Michie



Dear Parents,

Our students have the opportunity to spend a day at the First Territorial
Schoolhouse in the state. Located in Edmond, on 2 street, the schoolhouse is opened for
school, 1889 style. The children will have a chance to relie Oklahoma history through their
preparation activities and will be taught by a schoolmarm f or that day!

We are beginning to make plans for our day at the schoolhouse. We would like you to know
about them and also to ask for some assistance, especially ipreparing lunch for your child

in keeping with the day. The class will discuss food from the time period and research ideas
for lunch, dress, etc. We will send home these suggestions seeral days before our trip.

Your child will need a lunch pail and a cloth cover for their | unch. Also, a tin cup will be
used for water so please provide one. You can use a soup can (h the label removed) or
purchase one.

We are suggesting that they wear clothing that would resembl e 1889.
Girls are encouraged to wear:

A bonnet

Long skirts, dresses and boots if possible

Girls with longer hair can put it in two braids or pull it back  with a ribbon.
Boys are encouraged to wear:

Overalls or blue jeans and a plaid or cotton shirt.

Suspenders or vests

Hats are not allowed in schoolhouse.
Parents can find theses items at garage sales, thrift storeor elder family members.

We are looking forwerd to our day in history. Please contact me with any questions you
have.

Thank you for your support,

Melissa Michie, Schoolmarm



Special Information for Teachers

Release FormsRelease forms are to be turned in the Edmond Historical Socety & Museum
two weeks before scheduled field trip date. Please mail or drop them by the,

E dmond Historical Society & Museum

431 S. Boulevard

Edmond, OK 73034

Days: The schoolhouse is open for field trips Wednesdays and Fridays on the months
September through May.

Time: The school day runs from 10:00am- 2:00pRlease arrive at the schoolhouse at
10:00am and no earlier.If you arrive early you may be asked to stay on the bus till 10:00am
If these times do not work for your classroom, please inform t he Christine Gibson, Special
Projects Manager of the Edmond Historical Society & Museum, 340-0078.

Pricing and Paying: $3.00 per scholar. Ell payment is due two weeks before scheduled
visit. Please fill out checks to EHS. We take credit cards as welllf payment is not made two
weeks before schedule field trip date will then become available for other museum needs.

Parking: Parking is available at Sherry's Drug Store Parking Lot

Allergies: Please tell the schoolmarm ahead of time if there are any peaut or any allergies at
all. She may give a peppermint stick to the scholars, plea let me know if there are any
allergies at all with the scholars.

For the Schoolmarm: Please submit your list of “pretend” names as soon as possille. The
schoolmarm needs them to prepare for the day. WWhen you arrive please inform the
schoolmarm if there are any absent scholars.

Pictures: You are welcome to take pictures at lunch or at the end of the dhy. If you want to
take a picture other than that | just ask that only one person takes pictures to diminish
distractions. We want this to be as redlistic as possible forthe scholars.

Address:

Please have your scholars write letters to the schoolmarm tiroughout the year:
Miss. Robinson

431 S. Boulevard

Edmond, Oklahoma 73034

She will wite when she can, please include address.

Inclement Weather: If Edmond Schools are closed the 1889 Schoolhouse will be oked as
well.

Cell phones: Please turn them off or on silent modePlease take all calls outside.



431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73034
Field Trip Release Form:

| do hereby allow and give permission to my minor ¢ hild listed belowto
participate in a field trip to the First Territoria | Schoolhouse in Oklahoma,
located at 124 E. 2 St., Edmond, Okiahoma, 73034 understand that the
activities of the field trip may have certain risks and hazards, including but not
limited to, tripping, falling and other related act imties. | agree to release,
indemnify and save the Edmond Historical Society, t he City of Edmond and
the Edmond Historic Preservation Trust, their repre sentatives, Successors,
boards, and employees, and all sponsors and their epresentatives from all
damages, claims andlor liabilities of any kind, inj ury, including death, which
may be suffered by the aforementioned arising out of or in any way connected
with participation in the field trip or arising fro  m participation in the field trip. |
indicate by my signature for myself andlor minor ch ild that IMVe are physically
capable of participating in the activities of the f ield trip and knowing their risks,
thereby agree to assume those risks and release antlold harmless the Edmond
Historical Society, the City of Edmond and the Edmo nd Historic Preservation
Trust their representatives, successors, boards andemployees.

Print Name of Minor Child
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$ %

School Attending

Date



Required Items for School/Students:

Lunch Pail with cloth cover

Large Name Tags

Schoolhouse Rooster filled out and turned in two we eks
before field trip date

Release Form+ signed by parent or guardian

Field trip payment

mo Om»

Lunch Pails
For generations, children have taken their lunches to school. In
the 1890'’s children usually carried their noon meal in a tin syrup
pail or lard can. Such containers had holes in than, punched by
nails, so the container would be ventilated. A replica of these
lunch pails can be made from a three pound shortening can or a
large coffee can. Coffee cans can be painted or a@red with
butcher paper. Punch holes in the can for the hande and
ventilation using a nail and hammer. A piece of wi re or heavy
twine fastened through the top two holes will serve for a handle.
A scrap of cloth makes a cover and if wanted you can make a quilt
square.




Dinner Meal |deas:

The lunch that the children bring to the schoolhous e should be authentic.
Please discuss this with your class.

|deas for discussion:

1. Brainstorm a list of possible foods in their lunch pail in 1889.
2. What frut would they have? What food would they n ot have?
3. What did they wrap the food in?

4. What dd they drink?

Student’s lunches contained whatever wes in their house. There were no
neighborhood grocery stores or school cafeterias. Some children took
molasses or lard and sugar sandwiches or cold panc&es leftover from
breakfast. You may want to wite down a “lunch” me nuto take home to
discuss with their parents to give them plenty of t ime to prepare.

Suggestions:
- Sandwich ex. cheese, jelly, egg or meat

Bread would have been a biscuit or homemade loaf bread. Mayonnaise
was homemade and mustard was not available.

Hard-boiled eggs

Fresh Frut and Vegetables ex. apples, pears, peads, grapes, plums,
carrots, cabbage wedges, tomatoes

Cookies from scratch (no Oreos, ect.)
Left-over fried chicken

There were no baggies in 1889. Sandwiches were wigped in brown paper or
butcher paper and food usually dried out. Aluminum  foil was not available.

We will be drinking water only, brought in fromthe  “well’ so have each
student bring a tin cup for water. You can use a washed out soup can or one
bought from a camping supply store.



Choose a Name:

This tends to be one of the students favorites actiities as they get to choose a
name from 1890's. Please have each students pick dwa name from the list

below.

The Schoolmarm will call the students by their last name, which was traditional
in the 1890'’s, please put their_last nameVERY large on a name tag. The name
tags can be made out of construction paper and string.

Boys Names:

Abraham
Chauncey
Charles
Cyrus
Nathaniel
E dward
Jacob
Jeremiah
Louis
Wilie
Guy
John
Henry
James
Fred
Christopher
Benjamin
Andrew
Hamilton

Girls Names:
Lillie
Maggie
Ruby
Nellie
Emily
Lucy
Flora
Anna
Margie
Kate
Bessie
Judy
Annie
Rebecca
E dith
Caroline
Isabella
Eleanor

Mary



Rules for Students at the First Territorial Schoolhouse:

1. Students will not speak unless spoken too. There wil be no giggling,
whispering or squirming in the desks.
2. When speaking, complete sentences and proper languge will be used at
all times.
3. When you wish to speak, you must raise your hand, wait to be
recognized and then stand beside your desk before peaking.
4. Male students will remove all headgear before entering the schoolhouse.
5. All students will use poise and good posture. Feet are on the floor and
hands are to be folded on the top of your desk at dl times unless doing
seatwork.
6. All students will behave as young ladies and gentle men at all times.
The most important rule in our schoolhouse | |s the Golden Rule “Do unto
others as you would have them do unto you.”

|deas from experienced teachers before field trip:
“The making of a class quilt would be fun.”

Alice Stanish, Tulsa, OK

“Doing our own copybooks in the classroom was newt o us this year. If
everyone could get a least one set of pens and inkt is well worth it.”
D. Rice, Pawnee, OK

“We churmed our own butter.”
Mrs. Legg, Oktaha, OK

“Students read Caddie Woodlawn as a novel study pri or to our visit. Helping
them understand more about families and life during 1910.”
Mrs. Cyrus, Jenks, OK

“We wrote a journal on the five day proceeding our schoolhouse day. It helped
us anticipate and express our excitement. The two nmost common concems
were: 1) Missing the bus at 7 am. and 2) Messing p in class, the
embarrassment. We had a quilting bee on Friday aftenoon with seven to eight
moms and grandmas helping. It was wonderful! We als o practiced our stitching,
knot tying and needle threading for a week! | also drew up a calendar to list just
schoolhouse activities each day. It helped me to keep my focus.”

Virginia Cody, Broken Arrow



The First Territorial Schoolhouse History Facts:

The citizens of Edmond won the distinction of having the very first public school house in
Oklahoma Territory. The first church was also housed there. It was completed in August
1889 and was located at the southwest comer of Second and Bdevard. They raised money
to pay the first teacher, Miss Ollie McCormick, $75.00 a month for the winter term. The
settlers wanted a place for their children to receive an education. The Ladies Aid Society
raised money so that the children could attend school for free.

The Edmond Sun reported that the “tinkiing of its little bell  tolled the knell of barbarism on
the prairies of Indian Territory.”

The first classes were held on September 16, 1889 with nirteen scholars. Thirty seven
scholars finished that first school year. At the end of the first year, Edmond celebrated with
apicnic. In July a bell was purchased, another first for Edmond.

In the second year of the schoolhouse enroliment increased ® seventy students in the one
room schoolhouse. Colonel Moose was the teacher this term. By January the enrollment
had increased to 100, requiring a division of the scholars. Mss Bowen took charge of the
smaller children in the original building of the SUN, while C  olonel Moose taught in the one
room schoolhouse.

In February Moose resigned, and his place was taken by Mrs. Twyford. In June of 1891, the
first class graduated with nine girl scholars and nine boy sc holars!

Timeline of Events:

* April 22, 1889- Oklahoma Land Run

*  September 16, 1889- First Classes are held in schoolhouse
May 2, 1890- President Benjamin Harrison signs the organic at, passed by congress
that officially creates Oklahoma territory and legal gover nment.
July 10,1890- A 325 pound belfry framework is attached to the schoolhouse roof.
Feb. 1891- The schoolhouse belfry is completed with a steejd-shaped roof. The
Chicago Fumiture Co. manufactured school desks replace the original homemade
ones.
June 1, 1891 Commencement exercises are held in Edmond fohe first graduates
from a public school in Oklahoma Territory. John Mitch, pres ident of the Edmond
School Board, presents diplomas.
September 5, 1892- The schoolhouse is enlarged with a 24-fagear addition..
August 21, 1899- Hardy C. Angela purchases the pioneer frane schoolhouse from
the Edmond Public Schools prior to the completion of the new stone school
building. In
June 1900, the 1892 rear addition of the old school will be moed to North
Broadway.
Jan. 2, 1900- The public school moved to the new stone buildiig.
Oklahoma became the 46th stateon November 16, 1907






